[Free muscle transplantation].
To survey the current use of free muscle transplantation in the German speaking part of Europe, a questionnaire was sent to all Replantation Centres in 1982/1983. The answers revealed that micro-neurovascular muscle transplantation for functional use is still an uncommon procedure. Its use in facial palsy, in the sphincter region and in reconstructive procedures in extremities is emphasized and postoperative healing and functional improvement is shown in a diagram. The follow-up period is too short to discuss functional improvement in detail. Regarding our own cases, we are quite impressed by the result of free microneurovascular muscle transplantation in unilateral irreversible facial palsy patients, but are unable to prove the final result in extremities because of short observation time.